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“Yes we can!”

“Obami” as potentially inspiring

as Obama
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— Part two

arbarg Malinson is the brains behing Obami, a
digita! community designed spacifically for
schools, and currendly plioting at 5t Mary's
Sohodl for Gis in Wanailey, Johannesborg,
Here she describes its spacific featuras and

somg palenliad apolications.

First stop: home page

Still In Its Infancy, more applications will appear as tha
hami sité develops and grows, says Mallinson. “In its
currant state. & user will sign 0 and go stradght to ki or
heér home page whené uSers can sccess thoir own profila,
as woll asany parsonal administration (8.8, uptoming
eventsl It also enables users tostay updated on school
notices a8 well 83 their nends” activities,”

From home poge to community portals

From the home page, members can move to their
raspactive community porials, “This can happen in of
Between schools. Thiy act like mini websites on the
Cbami site. Mrs Jones” Grage 9 Science class will ba abla
1o upload videos of a science sxpeniment, or nates from
the dav's lessons, and users can comment on the
content 1o stimulate interaction,” explains Mallinson,

Confent is monitored

She's quick to point out that every page has an “it's
affensive” button, that when clicked, will generate an
ermall thet goes straight to the administrator who can
cverrids the controls to determine whether or not
something is of fensine,

The blogging facility means thal members can create a
parsonal diary. or 8 mone public blog on which 1o oplne
about something, IU's also a platform for submitting
homework, because leachars can then comment on the
wiark, “In fulure.” ndds Mallinson, “We will be abla 1o ad
A grading system that teschers con ulilise to mark work,”

Cbami also offers photos, calendar and
money fools

Obami's photo tool means thal members can upload,
share and commeant on IMages, “Art atudents can utiliss

26 May 2000 | Edocafion Soushern Afica

S
Rmfl"

stuff & me -
__,_,-\.\___.-""

o

this Woal Lo assemble a digital record of their art
portfolins.”

The calendar faciity will no doubl prove indispensable to
lzamers and educators alike. Explains Mallinson,
“Students can place an event on their calendar and share
it with whomewver. They can then invte peogle to thai
event, and keep & recond of Row many peophe will bae
attending the rughy match in question, for example. Its
also handy for term dates and exam limetablas, test
aates, or propecl subrmission dates.

The money tool will teach youngsters personal financlal
rmanagament skills, ervisions Mallinson, “There's also

8 widget section that allows people [0 upload witgets
from other websites, such &s YouTube videos or onling
dictionary emries, weather reports or online blog feeds,”

Obami should facilitate communication
Mallinson s particularty excited about Obami's instant
messengear senvice. The infention is to facilitate
communication, If & teacher has set a particularly tricky
assignment, she can decide that on Friday afternoon from
15:30 to 16:30, she’ll be available online to answer any
guestions.

“Users can also use Obami to keep in touch with their
Triends Aeachers /pupils /parents via messaging within the
cite, as well as through the sending oul of email or SMS
messages. SMS credit bundles are the only item for which
Obami will charge schools. (This is a usefyl for sending
Qut parent’s evening emndans, of notifications of a
cancelled hockey match, for example.)”

Interest in Obami growing steadily

Mallinson is groteful for the asskstance of 1S Labs, an
initiatlve made available by Intemet Solutlens, “Thair
marndate |5 10 make the intemet a better place in South
Africa, and they s&¢ Obami &% 8 potential vehicle for
achisving this. They havwe offered us free dedicated
hosting.



e-learning &

%5 lpamers explore Qbarmi
"We've also had interest in Obami from
schools In other provinces, such as the
Wastarn Capo. AL the lime Deing. however,
wi are st in gevelopment mpse, The mll-
out to other provinces will happen once
wive employed a team of marketars and

trainers, "

Contact Obami: Cell: +2T (0] 83 215 8112
Believe in yourself and your ideas Email: bmaltinson &obami, com
Mallinson is eager 10 give advice to other young Website: www.obaml.com
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Mallinson anticipates that Obami can be adapted to ewary networks, ;
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