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PATTERN RECOGNITION

Geeks shall inherit the Earth

‘How do we produce the next Mark Shuttleworth?”

IT WAS the frst Folling Stomes
concert in Sowth Africa. Thiz mad
freak in front of me scroamed:
“Clarbe YWalls, you are a godH™

It w== a stand-pui moment in a

subfime concert, bul contains a

afl mnother Leuism aboul (he

s parpdigm, Everyone wants

b b e lemd  sleger, o the

puitarist. Mo one wants {6 be the
TR,

1 was remindéd of this over the
weekend when dizrnses
enlreprenenrsiip, &t a gathering
Intemet professionals calbed (week
Retrénl. & bradnchild of Heather
Ford, the passtonale woman hehind
Creative Commons in South Africa,
il brings together a collective of
pecks and journod Lo discuss Lhe
(e of the Intermed in the

COLHETY.

The obvieus questions  were;
Why dossnt South Afrdea have
pvore Internet enfrepreneours, and
whio ¢an creafe the next onbine
hasiness that conguers the global
Seomany T

Or more simpdy pul, whers is the

et Mark Shottleworth?

Shuftleworth i5 Che greadess
South African coample of a concepd
called rockstar entreprencurs —
briftiant hIm'rntiinr'_s who've mam
sipnificant contribotion  to
wirkd, People Hke Amazon's Jedf
Bios, Google's co-foumders Larry
Page and Serged Brin, Twitter's co-
foumders Bl Stone and  Evan
Williams, and cven older guys like
Stewe Jobs and Bill Gates.

South Afrdca hos several olher
remarkahle e;;rﬁ?u'meurs wha've
made their on the  worbd,
three of whom were at the Geek
Retreat, demonstrating ane of the
truisms  about great people with
ihedr hendbity.

F:::Ti,sh}r Brankea 'Ht'kll::., wafio
edited that thoroughly brifliast
magazine Maserick, quietly shared
his experience of the publishing
g <t Lingh Capelonion

[y am, a Cope
noww ying in San Framdsco, cookl

heve gloated aboul his latest round
af funding (B1e2-milkien to o with
the previous R40.5-milllon) for his
clever sibe Yola,com — a web-lased
wary of designing nnd budlding wob-
gites thal oow has fwo millkon
users. Business ﬁeegliﬁt named it
18tk of the top 50 | start-ups

‘South Africa's

greatest export are
South Africans’

this year.

Gareth Kntght, whe has launched
seven  starl-ups in London —
incheding most recently 2 family
nebworking site called Kindo —
fave o dowmecto-earih explanation
of dealing, with venbure capitalists,
s did Linghain.

Justin Spratt, the likeable Aus-
tralian and former derivatives
trader mow 8t Internet Solutions

Labs, gol thi hall relling abeut
sourcing  venture capital m |
country - that
E-mmpl'emurqhulnntm:anypmple
willing to fund them Even Lo the
iniiated, it was a [ascinafing
insight into (he ftralz entre-
r:meuru go through fo get a gocd
s off the ground.
Comversalions absul  Anding
fupding for clever stari-up
mmp:mles amidl launching zervices
ook up severn sessions, dong
with ather debates about how to get
more: people online in South Africa
and what a bunch of geeks can doto
encourage bettor sockal sorvlees
My contention iz thal evervons
wanis to be the lead singer and not
the drummer — emaryone wants
the glory, mot ta he the peagmatic
oy ik (e el making sume the job
pels dome.
Sputh Africa™s grealest export
e South Africnns themselves
The hottest thing right now 12

“social media”™, the catch-all phirse
for Facebook, Twitter, MySpace
amnd other =ociil Hetworking siies,
including fhat runmway suceess
MXir.

The most significanl presenia-
tion | =aw &l wockend, which [
ety will malkee the grenbes] con-
iribartion, is Obami (ofsamiomm,
It's a social net gite with 2
difference, aimed at schools, al-
lowing kids, teachers and parenis
o emmunicate with each other;
kcep up o date on ofher pupils and
schoi events; and create ming web-
mﬂlﬁm specin] | Imbaress I}'Iw

projects or sports evenls IS
a choged svstem that harmmesses the
pewer of social networking for ed-
ucation. I1's Facebook for school
kids and feachers — and the
smariest social media application
e seed Al year

The should-be-a-rockstar behingd
It 1= Barhara Mallinson.

Obami is beag overdse and before
long, Mallin=on's name will be up
ihere with Shuttleworth, Lingham,
Kmight and Charlic Watts,




